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Worship at home. 31st January 2021  
 
This Sunday there is online service - Please join us if you are able on our website, YouTube 
and on Facebook.  
 
“We may not all be gathered in the same building, but at this time, when we need each other so 
much, we are invited to worship together, from where we are – knowing that God can hear us all 
and can blend even distant voices into one song of worship.” 
(National Worship Team) 
 
Let’s pray (We continue to pray this prayer) 
 
Eternal God, 
Present among us. 
You are with us in our gathering, 
You are with us in our distancing. 
Hear our prayers, 
and blend our voices together, 
unite us by Your Spirit 
as we join together in worship and praise. Amen 
 
 
Readings:  Psalm 24.7-end & Luke 2.22-40 
                   
 
Reflection. 
 
February 2nd is Candlemas. The official end to the Christmas season. Have you still got your 
decorations up? I haven’t though I think HM the Queen has so you’re in good company if you 
have! 
 
Christmas was different and difficult for many of us in 2020 but still, in many ways, it has brought 
light into many peoples dark year. We continue into 2021 with some light at the end of the tunnel, 
folks are receiving vaccinations – somewhere, one day, there will be a ‘time to dance 
(Ecclesiastes 3)’ once again. It is of course, during this continuing period of lockdown, as always -  
but more magnified in times of struggles and difficulties – a time to pray. The words of the Psalm  
in a sense, remind us that in all things we are to recall and reflect upon the wonderful works of 
God. To bring comfort but to bring hope also. When we sit around ruminating on all that’s bad, 
thinking of disappointments and frustrations all we do is make our mental health worse. It’s a 
vicious cycle of negativity which is unhealthy for us and those around us. Let’s face it, there’s a lot 
to be grumpy about.  
 
I read on social media that ‘you can’t choose the music of life but you can choose how to dance to 
it’, as Christians we shouldn’t pretend but in all things be honest and, importantly, put the Glory of 
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God in front of us. It’s ok to feel how you feel. God won’t love you any less because you’re 
struggling.  
 
Part of the Christmas season is Epiphany (a sudden realisation, the penny drops). The readings 
guide us into situations where people – through the divine influence of Jesus – begin to see life in 
new ways. All that is before us is not all that there is. St Augustine reminds us that miracles aren’t 
contrary to the laws of nature only contrary to what we currently understand about nature.  
 
Today’s Gospel reading tells us that Simeon and Anna have had a strong faith in the promises of 
God for a long time. They never give up hope that Gods promises will come to pass and here in 
front of them is the promised messiah. They have chosen how to ‘dance’ to life’s music. 
 
Christmas isn’t just for Christmas- it’s for everyday! A reminder of how God has come to rescue 
us, breaking into the world with Gods loving gifts of healing and restoration, peace and hope. I 
urge everyone, including myself, to continue to remember the good days. Not just ours but the 
people of Gods good days, when Gods presence has been tangible. Lets face it this is not the 1st 
time of stress the church has faced – it won’t be the last.  
 
So we continue to pray, with all the family of God. We pray for those divine interventions to be at 
the forefront of our minds to overpower the negativity and to command the direction of our 
thoughts.  
 
Almighty God 
Through many and various ways You come to us. 
Steal into our hearts now as we think once again 
of the new gift of life granted to us through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Clarify our vision and steady our nerves so that we might be willing to venture forth to serve You 
as we ought. 
Capture our minds and devotions 
as we realise in this moment of worship 
Your power over death and the enormous possibilities for victorious living day by day 
granted to us through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayer time            Pray in the way that is most natural to you. 

 
You could include prayers for the world, the church, our community, those who are struggling. 
 
Take some time to reflect on this last week, ask God to guide you into next week. Be assured of 
his presence with you, his forgiveness, his hope, his peace, his love. 
 
End with the Lords Prayer: Our father….Amen. 
  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen 
 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 



 
Go in peace to love & serve the Lord. Look after yourselves, God bless! 
 
 
 
 


