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Worship at home. 14th Feb 2021  
 
This Sunday there is online service - Please join us if you are able on our website, YouTube 
and on Facebook.  
 
“We may not all be gathered in the same building, but at this time, when we need each, we are 
invited to worship together, from where we are – knowing that God can hear us all and can blend 
even distant voices into one song of worship.” 
(National Worship Team) 
 
Let’s pray (We continue to pray this prayer) 
 
Eternal God, 
Present among us. 
You are with us in our gathering, 
You are with us in our distancing. 
Hear our prayers, 
and blend our voices together, 
unite us by Your Spirit 
as we join together in worship and praise. Amen 
 
Readings: Psalm 50:1-6  – end & Mark 9:2-10 
                   
Reflection. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! – A day to reflect on relationships and love. 
 
It seems appropriate today that the readings describe a ‘puzzling experience’ for the disciples who 
have accompanied Jesus. At the start of new relationships not everything makes sense, but often 
you’re too intrigued and wrapped up in the new possibilities to let that bother you. You go with the 
flow. I wonder if that’s how Peter, James and John felt as their relationship with Jesus developed? 
When you met the love of your life how did things change in your hearts and minds? When you 
decided to follow Jesus how did things change in your life?  
 
Of course relationships often begin with sparks flying, then there’s the reality which kicks in after a 
while, if it’s good it will take commitment from both parties to make things work. It’s rare that ‘love 
at fist sight’ happens at all. I can boast that it did happen to me! Twice! Before Dawn starts to ask 
me questions I need to add that the 1st time it was her, the 2nd it was Jesus. Both of these 
relationships began with sparks but they’ve taken commitment and, at times, hard work to 
maintain.  
 
To limit the risk of any backlash from my comments I’m going to focus on my relationship with 
Jesus from here. I often put my foot in it! 
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With our Lord I’ve been puzzled and intrigued, terrified and excited, sometimes I’ve felt, especially 
in the difficulties – which we all have in any relationship if we’re honest – that it would be easier to 
walk away. I’m comforted by the fact that Jesus is ‘all in’ for you and me. He’s ‘all in’ for our sakes. 
There’s no greater example of his commitment to us than the road to the cross which we begin to 
reflect upon this coming Wednesday – Ash Wednesday – the beginning of Lent.  
 
God in Jesus has given his all for you and me. He urges us to take hold of his divine spark, to be 
excited and intrigued but also to reflect his commitment to us by our commitment to continue to 
follow him, even when, or especially when difficulties come and when we’re puzzled or terrified. 
 
How are you going to spend Lent this year? 
 
This year the Dronfield team are planning to join in with "The Big Church Read" looking at "Singing 
in Babylon" - a book that looks at stories of Daniel and how we can respond and thrive when we 
don't get what we want - Daniel was in exile, we are in lockdown... We will have "zoom" groups so 
we can share what we think, or you can just read it by yourself. If you want to join in, we can order 
books at £7.99 each, but we need to know how many so please let the Parish Office know ASAP - 
by Tuesday 9th at the latest. 
 
There is also going to be a weekly prayer meeting on Zoom (Tuesdays at 7.30pm) which all the 
folks from our churches are invited to. Apologies if you can’t zoom. If your planning to read the 
book why not join with another in a weekly phone discussion? Remember to pray together as well. 
 
On Ash Wednesday there will be a recorded service to mark the beginning of Lent. Usually we 
would gather to be ‘Ashed’ (receive the sign of the cross on our heads). This year it’s not going to 
be possible but it is in a virtual way. If you would like to join in have a go at making your own Ash. 
Often the palm cross we received last Palm Sunday is burnt, then a little olive oil mixed with the 
ash to make a paste. Or if you just burn a match down, crush it down in a small dish and add a 
smidgen of olive oil that would be plenty of ash for a household. 
At the right point in the service make the sign of the cross on your head with the ash. If you’re with 
your family you can ash each other. If your unable to view the service online why not find a quiet 
time on Ash Wednesday, spend some time in prayer and reflection and make the sign of the cross 
with ash on your heads and remember Gods commitment to you. 
 
As we study Jeff Lucas’s book together and pray together, may our relationship with God be 
strengthened in these current difficulties. Be assured that God isn’t going to ‘do a runner’ from you 
at the 1st sign of trouble. He’s all in!  
 
Amen 
 

Prayer time            Pray in the way that is most natural to you. 

 
You could include prayers for the world, the church, our community, those who are struggling. 
 
Take some time to reflect on this last week, ask God to guide you into next week. Be assured of 
his presence with you, his forgiveness, his hope, his peace, his love. 
 
End with the Lords Prayer: Our father….Amen. 
  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love & serve the Lord. Look after yourselves, God bless! 
 
 


