
DRONFIELD PARISH CHURCH MUSIC REPORTS – JUNE 2021 
 

Like with almost everything else, the last 15 months have been very challenging and very different. I 
have done my best to consistently provide leadership in an attempt to keep the groups “together” and 
hopefully most of the members that were there in March 2020 will still be involved as we come out the 
other side over the coming weeks. As we emerge from Covid, I think now is the time to “take a step 
back” and think about what (and how) we do things; I personally think we are now at a crossroads where 
the time is right to try some new and different approaches. I am not suggesting we should just discard 
everything that we have done for the past 30+ years, but I do think we need to change and evolve and 
have much more of a focus on the future. 
 
Rob Aldread 
 
 
 
1. CHURCH CHOIR 
 
There were 31 members in the church choir going into Covid; It had been a really positive 15 months 
with 12 people joining or re-joining. 
 
During the first few months of Covid when no singing was permitted, Rob learnt how to edit videos and 
a good number of the choir (and some former members, and friends and family of members) made lots 
of really good virtual choir anthem and hymn videos for use in the online services. This helped to keep 
people in touch and gave us something to do while they were in lockdown. All the videos are published 
on the DWH Parish YouTube channel, and they will – for ever – be a great memento of what we were 
able to achieve. 
 
From August 2020 when choirs were allowed to resume, lots of the members have been back involved 
in church, singing at the weekly 10am services, and we have all worked together to take steps to 
mitigate the risks. Since then, there have been some benefits of singing in small groups; members have 
learned to better listen to one another, and the singing has been more “musical’. The group no longer 
needs someone to instruct them in every move nor to conduct each hymn. We will be taking some of 
these positive lessons and applying them in the future. I have, personally, learnt a lot about the group 
over the past 15 months. While the chips have been down, some of the members have remained 
supportive and have demonstrated a real sense of servanthood and Christian commitment. At the time 
of writing this report, Ann is just a few weeks away from achieving 70 years of continuous service in the 
choir. This is an AMAZING achievement, and something which I doubt will ever be surpassed! Ann 
continues to be a role model to everyone with her commitment and support to the choir and to me. 
 
During this last year David Ward has stood down as Choir Secretary; we are grateful to him for all the 
things that he did since 2013 when he took over from his older brother, Ken. We are also grateful that 
Andrew Shaw stepped forward and has taken over this role. 
 
I am really pleased that Mark Rothman has been able to get more involved at St John’s and with the 
choir during the last year; it is great to have another trained and capable musician to work alongside 
me and to share the load of playing and singing. 
 
 
 
2. MUSIC GROUP 
 
The music group did not meet at all during the last year. Some of the members did not feel comfortable 
to be involved due to the services being live streamed. Sadly, this group no longer exists because some 
of the members no longer wanted to be involved and / or were not able to commit to attend each month. 
I would like to thank each of Rosie, Lara, Josh and Lucinda for being in this team and supporting the 
music at the 11:15am services over the last few years. 
 
The above said, I was delighted that Lucinda, some members from the choir, plus Suzanne (of Ladies 
Voices) and her daughter Fern (of Young Voices) formed a singing group to sing at a few services over 
Christmas and then we have recently done this again at the more informal “third Sunday” communion 
service last month. I think and hope that this embryonic new group will continue to develop and evolve 
over the coming months. 



 
3. DRONFIELD PARISH YOUNG VOICES 
 
In March 2020 we had 60 members on the register and attendance had been consistently 50+ each 
week. From the start of the first lockdown, we were not permitted to hold any in person sessions with 
the children until October. In October we got on with holding sessions again as soon as we could, and 
we had to split it into two smaller groups with social distancing etc. About 30 children resumed and we 
were able to make a video performance that was shared with the parents to give the children a sense 
of achievement in lieu of being able to have a concert. 
 
Lockdowns 2 and 3 then put a stop to the sessions again, so we tried “online” rehearsals for a while 
using Zoom. We did our best, but the children were clearly getting tired and fed up with online, having 
been doing it all day with school etc. Numbers began to quickly drop off, so we made the decision to 
stop at the February half-term. 
 
At the time of writing this report, we are about to resume sessions, in person, in the Civic Hall. Parental 
responses have indicated that 29 children will be there for the first session back on 14 th June. So, the 
group now stands to be only about half the size it was before Covid, and the children are now all 18 
months older. If the group is going to flourish in the future, there will need to be a rebuilding job in 
September; it will – almost unbelievably – be two years since we were last able to visit the schools to 
promote the group. A positive will be that there will be two whole year groups across all the local schools 
that are hearing about the group for the first time. 
 
Just before lockdown Debbie Castles started to work alongside me to lead the sessions and it was 
fortunate that we were able to have the amazing “Lift Your Voices” community event with Jenn Bostic 
and the Ladies Voices in the Church on 15th March, literally less than one week before the first lockdown 
was announced. Some of you might know / remember Debbie as Debbie Collins as she was Head 
Chorister and grew up in the church choir in the 1980s and 1990s. 
 
 


